
8 November 2017 
 
The Hon. Wilson M. Mukasa 
Minister for Public Service 
Government of Uganda  
 
Thru:  
Mrs. Catherine Bitarakwate Musingwiire 
Permanent Secretary 
Ministry of Public Service 
 
 
Dear Minister:  
 
We write as scholars of Uganda’s history and culture to welcome the opening of the new 
building to house the Uganda National Archives. The building is well planned and well built, 
a worthy home to the important historical materials that the National Archives holds. We 
thank you and your ministerial staff for bringing the building project to a successful 
conclusion.  
 
Our appreciation for this brilliant new building is heightened by our awareness of the 
situation in which the Archives were formerly kept. As you know, the Archives were until 
2016 housed in Entebbe, in a warren of dusty basement rooms below the National 
Agricultural Research Organization. The Archives were impossible for all but the most 
dedicated researchers to find, for there was no sign identifying the building. The repository 
had been completely full since 1962, and the Archives were therefore unable to acquire new 
materials for preservation. In its capacious new building in Wandegeya the National Archives 
have been transformed. With its new space the Archives’ staff is in a position to acquire 
vitally important historical materials from Uganda’s government ministries, and in recent 
months thousands of boxes have been newly deposited by the Ministries of Finance, 
Education, Public Service, and Health. With space at their disposal the Archives’ staff can 
care for these important files properly. And—because the Archives are now located in the 
central part of Kampala, in close proximity to academic and government institutions—it can 
make these materials available to Uganda’s public.   
 
While we welcome this building, we are concerned about the following issues.  
 
First: the staff of the National Archives is not sufficient to meet the requirements of the new 
building. At present there are only three members of staff. In the absence of sufficient staff it 
is hard to see how the thousands of files that have newly been brought into the Archives will 
be catalogued and made available to users. 
 
Second: the National Archives lacks the equipment that is needed to properly undertake its 
work. The building has not been adequately equipped with shelves, desks, chairs, and 
computing equipment. Neither is there a sufficient supply of acid-free boxes. Most of the 
materials acquired in recent months are therefore stacked in piles on the floor. 
 
Third: very recently the Commission of Inquiry into Land has been given the entirety of the 
ground floor to conduct its work. The Archives’ staff has been relegated to the lower ground 
floor. The Archives’ furniture has been used to provision the Commission; and even its 
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storage rooms have been requisitioned. One room—previously used as a library for official 
and semi-official publications—has been partitioned and turned into offices for the 
Commission’s use. The publications that formerly lined the shelves have been placed in 
boxes and stacked in the corner of another room.  
 
We note that the amount of historical material meant to be housed in the new building is 
tremendous. Thousands of boxes have been deposited in the Archives in recent months, and 
there are thousands of boxes still to come from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, from the 
Office of the President, and from other government departments. None of this material is as 
yet sorted or catalogued, and it is therefore not accessible to Archives users. The volume of 
paperwork alone will make the building bulge. And there is a need for working space, too, so 
that the huge amount of newly-archived files can be processed and read. There is also a need 
for equipment by which government communications kept in digital media can be preserved 
for posterity. 
 
Given the growing number of universities, research institutions and research-based NGOs in 
Uganda that draw on archival materials for their work, we feel it important that the new 
building should be made as accessible and useable as possible. Relegating the Archives to the 
basement of the building makes it difficult for users to gain access, constrains the working 
space that the Archives’ staff has available, and limits the amount of historical paperwork 
that government ministries can deposit.  
 
We therefore urge you to  
 

1. Invest, as soon as possible, in the outfitting and furnishing of the newly built National 
Archives, including the purchase of shelves, desks, chairs, and computing equipment; 
 

2. Bring the staff establishment up to meet the considerable demands that are being 
placed in the institution; and  

 
3. Ensure that the National Archives building would not permanently be given over to 

other government offices or departments to occupy.  
 
A fully funded, staffed, and accessible National Archives will strengthen Uganda’s 
government and academic institutions, facilitate government accountability, and enable the 
smoother operation of your Ministry. It will offer students an opportunity to learn valuable 
lessons about the past. And it will offer Uganda’s citizens a resource with which to engage 
with the history of their country, so better to inform public debate about the future. 
 
We stand ready to be of whatever assistance we can as the Uganda’s National Archives enters 
into this new phase in its institutional life. Here is an exciting opportunity: a terrific building, 
carefully and competently constructed to meet the growing needs of archival preservation in 
Uganda. We look forward to working with you and with the Archives’ staff to ensure that 
Uganda’s citizens and scholars make the fullest use possible of this important national 
resource.  
 
Thank you for your support and interest.  
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Signatories 
Dr. Godfrey Asiimwe 
Associate Professor and Chair, Department of Development Studies 
Makerere University 
Uganda 
 
Ms. Dorothy Atuhura 
Assistant Lecturer 
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences 
Kyambogo University 
Uganda 
 
Dr. David J. Bakibinga 
Professor of Commercial Law 
Makerere Univeristy 
Uganda 
 
Dr. Alex Bangirana 
Makerere Institute for Social Development 
Uganda 
 
Dr. Grace Carswell 
Reader in Human Geography 
University of Sussex 
United Kingdom 
 
Dr. Terry Childs 
Independent Scholar 
United States 
 
Ms. Kristen Connor 
Ph.D. student, Department of History and Anthropology 
University of Michigan 
United States 
 
Dr. Alicia C. Decker 
Associate Professor of Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 
The Pennsylvania State University 
United States 
 
Dr. Shane Doyle 
Senior Lecturer in African History 
Director, Leeds Centre for African Studies 
University of Leeds 
United Kingdom 
 
Dr. Jonathon Earle 
Assistant Professor of African History 
Centre College 
United States 



	
   4	
  

 
Prof. Holger Bernt Hansen 
Centre of African Studies 
University of Copenhagen 
Denmark 
 
Dr. Holly Hanson 
Professor of History and Co-Chair of Development Studies 
Mt. Holyoke College 
United States 
 
Mr. Edward Kabongoya 
Uganda Adult Education Network 
Uganda 
 
Dr. Israel Kafeero 
Executive Secretary, Seventh Day Adventist Church 
Uganda 
 
Dr. Nelson Kasfir 
Professor of Government Emeritus 
Dartmouth College 
United States 
 
Dr. Sidney L. Kasfir 
Professor of Art History 
Emory University 
United States 
 
Prof. A.B. Kasozi 
Makerere Institute for Social Research 
Former Executive Director, National Council for Higher Education 
Uganda 
 
Ms. Doreen Kembabazi 
Ph.D. Candidate 
Department of History, University of Michigan 
United States 
 
Dr. Pamela Khanakwa 
Lecturer, Department of History, Archaeology and Heritage Studies 
Makerere University 
Uganda 
 
Dr. Neil Kodesh 
Associate Professor, Department of History 
Director, African Studies Program 
University of Wisconsin 
United States 
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Dr. Corinne Kratz 
Professor Emerita of Anthropology and African Studies 
Director, African Critical Inquiry Program 
Emory University 
United States 
 
Prof. Joy C. Kwesiga 
Vice Chancellor 
Kabale University  
Uganda 
 
Dr. Michel Lejeune 
Chairman, Board of Directors 
Research Education Network for Uganda (RENU) 
Uganda 
 
Dr. Kate Bruce-Lockhart 
Postdoctoral Fellow 
University of Toronto 
Canada 
 
Dr. John Lonsdale 
Professor Emeritus of History 
Fellow of Trinity College 
University of Cambridge 
United Kingdom 
 
Dr. Julie MacArthur 
Assistant Professor, Department of History 
University of Toronto 
Canada 
 
Prof. Henri Médard 
Institut des Mondes Africains 
Aix Marseille University 
France 
 
Dr. Charlottle Mafumbo 
Academic Director, Uganda Development Studies 
SIT Study Abroad 
Uganda 
 
Dr. P.E. Mugambi 
Executive Director 
Uganda Vice Chancellors’ Forum 
Uganda 
 
Dr. Gertrude Kayaga Mulindwa 
Director, National Library of Uganda 
Uganda 
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Dr. Nora Mulira 
Director, Research and Development 
National Council for Higher Education 
Uganda 
 
Dr. Nakanyike Musisi 
Professor, Department of History 
University of Toronto 
Canada 
 
Ms. Sauda Nabukenya 
Ph.D. student, Department of History 
University of Michigan 
United States 
 
Ms. Barbara Nakangu 
Ph.D. Fellow 
Makerere Institute for Social Research 
Uganda 
 
Dr. Rose Clarke Nanyonga 
Vice Chancellor 
International Health Sciences Univeristy 
Uganda 
 
Mr. Evarist Ngabirano 
Ph.D. Fellow 
Makerere Institute for Social Research 
Uganda 
 
Prof. Paul Nugent 
Centre of African Studies 
University of Edinburgh 
Scotland 
 
Mr. David Obot 
Chief Executive Officer 
Network of Ugandan Researchers and Research Users 
Uganda 
 
Dr. Laury Lawrence Ocen 
Research Fellow 
Makerere University 
Uganda 
 
Dr. Constant Okello-Obura 
Professor, East African School of Library and Information Sciences 
Makerere University 
Uganda 
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Mr. Martin Okia 
Chairman 
Uganda Reproduction Rights Association  
Uganda 
 
Mr. Augustine Omare-Okurut 
Secretary General 
Uganda National Commission for UNESCO 
Uganda 
 
Dr. Derek R. Peterson 
Professor, Department of History 
University of Michigan 
United States 
 
Dr. Merrick Posnansky 
Professor Emeritus, History and Anthropology 
University of California at Los Angeles 
United States 
 
Dr. Richard Reid 
Professor of the History of Africa 
Head, School of History, Religions and Philosophies 
School of Oriental and African Studies 
University of London 
United Kingdom 
 
Dr. Peter Robertshaw 
Interim Chair of Sociology 
Emeritus Professor of Anthropology 
California State University 
United States 
 
Prof. Simon Rutabajuka 
Chair, Department of History 
Makerere University 
Uganda 
 
Dr. Isabella Soi 
Lecturer in African Studies 
Università degli Studi di Cagliari 
Italy 
 
Mr. Yahya Sseremba 
Ph.D. Fellow 
Makerere Institute for Social Research 
Uganda 
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Dr. Eliz. Nassali State 
Senior Librarian 
Makerere University 
Uganda 
 
Dr. Edward I. Steinhart 
Professor Emeritus of History 
Texas Tech University 
United States 
 
Dr. Rhiannon Stephens 
Associate Professor, Department of History 
Columbia University 
United States 
 
Dr. Carol Summers 
Professor of International Studies 
Chair, Department of History 
University of Richmond 
United States 
 
Dr. Edgar Curtis Taylor 
Postdoctoral Fellow 
Centre for Indian Studies in Africa 
University of the Witwatersrand 
South Africa 
 
David Ngendo Tshimba 
Assistant Lecturer and Research Fellow 
Department of Governance and Peace Studies 
Uganda Martyrs University 
Uganda 
 
Prof. Michael Twaddle 
Institute of Commonwealth Studies 
University of London 
United Kingdom 
 
Dr. Ben Twagira 
Post-Doctoral Fellow, Institute of African Studies 
Emory University 
United States 
 
Dr. Richard Vokes 
Senior Lecturer 
Department of Anthropology and Development Studies 
University of Adelaide 
Australia 
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Dr. Kathleen Vongsathorn 
Research Fellow 
University of Warwick 
United Kingdom 
 
Dr. Luise White 
Professor, Department of History 
University of Florida 
United States  
 
Prof. Justin Willis 
Department of History 
Durham University 
United Kingdom 


